Fine Arts
Seventh and Eighth Grade
Reading class in the junior high at Birchwood is considered a Literature/Fine Arts course.

The fine arts is scheduled with reading class in two ways:

1) Integrated with the existing reading program: a daily class period for a literature sequence in conjunction with a separate daily course in Language Arts.  This double daily period for “English” class allows for rich content.

2) Utilizing the equivalent of one period per week for specialized experiences.

Goal 1: Mingle with the Masters
Study and interpret the works of great poets

Interpret great speeches/monologues

View master works in the fields of art, music, and drama

Survey selected works in history which affected culture and society.

Goal 2:  Model the Masters
Creative interpretation of poems through choral speaking presentation

Speech contest

Poetry writing for publication

Art projects integrated with great literature themes or movements in art or music
Opportunities for individual creative production (Pentel/Scholastic Art, music ensemble)

Opportunities for “explorer” projects with visual display, performance, creative writing

Speech/Drama/Poetry
1st quarter

Poetry/choral speaking performance

2nd quarter

Speech/monologues/performance

3rd quarter

Poetry writing/publication


Shakespeare or other high quality theater experience
4th quarter

Poetry writing/publication – Cultural arts experience

Optional explorer project 

Music
Music History

One person per quarter (lecture or video)

Related CD music listening during reading/homeroom throughout quarter

Eight people over the course of two years

Severance Hall

7th grade every year

House of Blues/

8th grade every year

Rock Hall/

Broadway

Ensemble

Extracurricular options for choir and instrumental ensemble



To perform at Fine Arts night, Open House, Graduation

Art
Art Projects

One per quarter




Pentel or some competition as option

Art Appreciation
Art Museum gallery talk
7th American artists




Art Museum gallery talk
8th Impressionism
