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Eighth Grade
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Students in Latin meet twice a week in lieu of Vocab and Grammar. Students must invest 2 homework slots weekly  and daily review at a minimum
Vocabulary - (30%)

Minimum of one lesson a week:  definitions, pronunciation, usage

Learn to study 4-5 words daily to avoid cramming for test


Develop personal list of vocabulary words from personal reading


Supplemental studies in etymology, SAT vocabulary books
            Evaluation:  daily quizzes, weekly tests, completion of workbook exercises (effort



 grade)

Grammar – (20%)

Elements of Writing, Second Course

Three chapters a quarter


Mechanics review


Identify target “conventions” for own writing
           
Evaluation:  exercises, quizzes, tests, homework completion

            Students need to complete the HW the day it is assigned or do double the 
            workload when making up missed work.

Composition (from Ohio Academic Content Standards) Three days a week (50%)

Write in different genres for different audiences and purposes:



Descriptive essays – profiles about people, places, events




Employ levels of abstraction to aid vividness of description




Incorporate rich sensory details from observation
Enhance description with word choice, i.e. precise nouns
 and strong verbs



Narrative essays – personal anecdotes/memoir, reflective pieces, fiction




Sustain reader interest by pacing action and developing an 





engaging plot




Create characters in believable setting




Use literary devices to enhance style and tone




Use personal experiences to reflect on some aspect of life




Draw some comparisons to relate specific incidents to general





 ideas that illustrate personal beliefs




Move from specific examples to generalizations about life.




Expository essays or reports




Focus on a clear perspective on the subject




Create appropriate structure to purpose, audience, context




Support main ideas with facts, details, examples, explanations




Employ pertinent research techniques



Letters, business letters, letters of inquiry, letters to the editor, cover letters




State purpose and context in clear manner




Follow conventional style




Research prevalent issues and opposing opinions

Persuasive essays




Establish and develop a controlling idea




Support arguments with evidence




Order degree of importance of reasoning




Supply concessions for argument



Informal writing – freewriting




Using the Writing Process



Prewrite




Immersion by listening and reading genre of model pieces



Discover qualities of model genre-specific writing




Generate ideas through discussion, printed material, writing lists




Conduct research, interviews, background reading when necessary 




Determine purpose and audience



Organize


Write thesis statement or plan main point 




Layer ideas to find significance




Use organizational strategies i.e., webs, graphic organizers, outlines



Draft




Write initial piece with introduction, body, conclusion

                                    Develop paragraphs, grouping related ideas, topic sentences,





 details with consistent focus



Revise




Read and reread, write and rewrite for simplicity and clarity




Vary sentence structures




Strive for unity in tense, point of view, mood




Use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, effective word





 choices 




Add and delete details to elaborate on central theme




Rearrange words, sentences, paragraphs to enhance coherence 



Proofread

                                     Mechanics, grammar, spelling, legibility

Evaluation:  homework assignments, drafts, revisions, completion of above



 process in different projects

            (Note:  Writing projects that require students to revise more thoroughly for



 competitions can earn  effort grades  in the eight to ten range.)

Writing Competitions – two – three mandatory competitions as a class. Examples:
Scholastic Arts and Writing Awards – all genres, December/Jan.

 
Law Day Essay – expository, sponsored by local bar associations, March/April


Women Making History – expository, Oct/Nov, tied to Ohio Dept. of Labor

Note:  Because of the nature of the course,  daily homework completion is a big part of the effort grade and heavily impacts number grade.
