Seventh Grade Language Arts 2010-2011
Lorraine Tzeng    lctzeng@aol.com 

Language Arts, Seventh Grade Homeroom

Opening:  8:10-8:30,    LA Class:  8:30-9:15 

Latin is in lieu of vocab and grammar classes, and students must use two homework slots weekly and short daily reviews to prepare for Latin.

Vocabulary   (30%)
Minimum of one lesson a week:  definitions, pronunciation, usage

Develop daily habit of study (3-5 words) to prepare for weekly test 

Develop personal list of vocabulary words from personal reading


Supplemental materials involving etymology, classical roots, SAT word lists


Evaluation:  daily mini-quizzes, weekly tests, completion of workbook exercises, 

                     assignments (effort grade),  individual contract completion if applicable.  

Grammar Elements of Writing, First Course, (20%)


Three chapters a quarter


Daily Grams 


Identify personal problems with writing conventions


Evaluation:  exercises, quizzes, tests, homework completion.  

(All assignments need to be completed in grammar notebook and when assigned although the materials may not be corrected until the following week)

Composition 3 days a week (50%)


Use writing process:



Prewrite

Generate ideas through personal experiences, readings, discussion,

 research

                                    Be immersed in models and examples to determine genre characteristics 



Determine purpose and audience 



Organize


Sort through prewriting for main idea, determine significance

            Use organizational strategies i.e.,webs, graphic organizers, outlines 

Develop thesis statement or plan/main point



Draft




Write effective beginning, elaborated body, and clear conclusion



Use paragraphs to group related ideas using topic sentences and





 details with consistent focus



Revise




Vary simple, compound, and complex sentence structures




Use precise language, action verbs, sensory details appropriately




Read and reread for simplicity and clarity




Add and delete information or details to elaborate on central theme




Rearrange and add transitional words for better flow



Proofread

                                   Mechanics, grammar, spelling, consistent tenses


Write in different genres for varied audiences and purpose.



Descriptive – word portraits, descriptive pieces on people, places, events




Employ levels of abstraction, precise nouns, strong verbs




Incorporate sensory details to “show” versus “tell”




Use spatial differentiation to effectively embed transitions

Narrative – personal anecdotes, reflective writing, fiction stories

Use past experiences to reflect on life, life lessons

Enhance style and tone as dictated by composition

Learn to develop plot, character, setting



Expository – five-paragraph essays, reports

Write to inform, explain, instruct, compare/contrast, reason, 

analyze

Practice note taking, employ pertinent research techniques




Hone theme statement by focusing on main thrust of paper



Sustain reader interest by developing a captivating introduction,

 detailed body, and clear conclusion




Support main ideas with facts, details, explanation, examples



Letters, business letters, inquiry letters, requests, interviews



Employ as part of research process (i.e. History Day projects)




Master the use of conventional style




State purpose and context in clear manner




Communicate prevalent issues and opposing opinions



Informal writing – freewriting, notes, journal



Evaluation:  homework assignments, drafts, completion of above process 



in longer projects

Opportunities for Writing Competitions – *2 would be mandatory
*Scholastic Arts and Writing Awards – all genres, sec/third quarter, Jan
Law Day Essay – March/April, if available
Writing! – sponsored by Weekly Reader, theme related – December

Cricket Magazine contests – seasonal, 350-word fiction stories

Letters About Literature – second quarter, December, 2010

Scenario writing – sponsored by Future Problem Solving Program, topics

listed on ohiofps.org, due January, $30 entry fee required

Power of the Pen – a team of six students and alternate will represent the school in this Ohio interscholastic writing competition, by coaches’ invitation. 

Note:  Regarding long term projects that involve continuous revisions, effort grades automatically allow for 8’s, 9’s, and 10’s, example: Scholastic competition during third quarter.  Because of the nature of the course, daily homework completion has a great bearing on both effort and letter grade.
