Sixth GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS 

Lorraine Tzeng, lctzeng@aol.com
M, W, Th 12:40:-1:25 T, F 2:10-2:55

SKILLS 


Grammar (20%) – Friday



Text:  Elements of Writing – Grammar Handbook Section
            Three chapters a quarter


Personal lists to focus on based on writing 

Note:  Complete grammar HW in LA (grammar) notebook always for study purposes. 


Evaluation:  exercises, quizzes, tests, homework completion.  

Spelling/Vocabulary (30%) – Tuesday



Text: Spelling and Vocabulary, Bk 7 (first and third quarters)

                                  Vocabulary Workshop A (second and fourth quarters)



(Vocabulary enrichment is with Ms. Bynum)

Minimum of one lesson per week.  Spelling includes theme words, commonly misspelled words from student's writing with select vocabulary words.   Vocabulary (2nd, 4th) includes simple etymology studies, usage, and application.  Focus on daily review for retention. Students doing vocabulary enrichment only would also have weekly tests and daily reviews as homework. Whether spelling or vocab, students may need help to review daily.  Especially with spelling, it is impossible to study spelling alone.  Necessary for students to study “on paper”, instead of orally.

Evaluation:  exercises, quizzes, tests, homework

COMPOSITION (50%) – Monday, Wednesday, Thursday


Freewriting - short entries a few times each week to encourage fluency. 


Descriptive Essays – people, place, and event profiles

Focus:  sensory details, spatial order, transition words, description through 
strong nouns and verb usage, simple revision and proofreading

Product:  Descriptive pieces about observation of people, places, events 


Narrative Essays – fiction stories, personal narratives in memoirs and vignettes

Focus: make meaning of an experience to find significance, elements of story, developing action, specific details, develop character and setting, continue incorporating descriptive elements 



Product:  Narratives and short short stories to prompts. 


Expository –non-fiction 

Focus: to explain, inform, analyze, compare/contrast, give directions, 
structure of essay

Product:  three-paragraph essays 

Embedded in much of the writing is learning the entire process of writing which involves an extended amount of time in prewriting, brainstorming, using graphic organizers, etc. before completion of first draft.  Revision occurs simultaneously but will be honed more for longer pieces or composition for competition.

Evaluation:  homework assignments, participation in response groups, draft and revision completion.  If legibility is a problem, students need to rewrite to receive credit.
