Latin and Ancient Greek 2010-2011

COURSE DESCRIPTION & SYLLABUS
(may be revised as we go)

This course is for 7th- and 8th-graders whose performance in class and on standardized tests has shown that they need enrichment in the vocabulary and grammar parts of Birchwood’s Language Arts curriculum.  


They meet twice a week all year, spending about two-thirds of the year studying Latin and one-third studying Ancient Greek.  The Latin textbook they use is the first book in a high-school series called Ecce Romani.  For Greek they use Eucleides’ World, a book designed for use alongside Ecce Romani.


Students cover about half of Ecce Romani I during the first year of Latin at Birchwood, finishing the book by the end of their second year.  Over the past three years, nine Birchwood 8th-graders have placed out of a year of high-school Latin at Hawken, St. Ignatius and Westlake High School.

In each chapter of Ecce Romani, students first read, in Latin, part of the story of an ancient Roman family, the Corneliuses.  Then they learn elements of Latin grammar, and finally they get an introduction to an aspect of Roman culture:  history, myth, daily life or word study (the influence of Latin on English words).  In addition to the exercises in the book, they play games that reinforce all of the above, including a Roman version of the quiz show ‘Jeopardy’.


From Eucleides’ World students first learn the Greek alphabet (this task is spread over six short chapters); then they read short Greek passages in each chapter describing the life of Eucleides, the Greek slave who works for the Corneliuses.  Students also learn how to recognize (in Greek and Latin) and use (in English) rhetorical figures, and get a brief introduction to aspects of Greek culture.

Students spend half an hour two nights per week on Latin or Greek homework.  The grade for the course each quarter is an average of two numbers:  the student’s score on a cumulative quarter exam, and the average of the student’s weekly quiz grades (after the lowest one is dropped).
Week 1 
Diagnostic grammar exercise.  LATIN  The Cornelius family and their historical context.
Ecce Romani chapter 1.

Week 2 

Word order.  Finish ER ch. 1.
Personal endings of verbs.  ER ch. 2.
Week 3 

Adjective-noun agreement; vocative case; imperative mood.  ER ch. 3.
Finish ER ch. 3.
Week 4 

Direct object; adjective-noun combinations in oblique cases.  ER ch. 4.  Roman culture (family life, dress).
GREEK  Eucleides’ position in the Corneliuses’ household.  Importance of rhetoric in Greek and Roman culture.  Eucleides’ World ch.’s 1-3.
Week 5 

GREEK  Review of the Greek alphabet.  Transliteration practice.  EW ch.’s 4-7.  
Week 6 

More review of the Greek alphabet.  Practice alphabetizing Greek words.  Rhetorical devices in Latin and English.  EW ch.’s 8-9.
Week 7 

EW ch. 10 (translation passage; exercises 1, 2, 3 pg. 37).
Week 8 

EW ch. 11 (translation passage; exercises 1, 6, 7 pg. 40).
Week 9 

Review for exam (ER chapters 1-4, EW chapters 1-11)

FIRST-QUARTER EXAM

Week 10 

LATIN  Review subject-verb agreement, adjective-noun agreement (in preparation for more-complex sentences in ch. 5).  Complementary infinitive.
Week 11 

Translation and exercises from chapter 5.  Chapter 6 – gender in nouns and adjectives.

Week 12 

Translation and exercises from chapter 6.

Week 13 

Chapter 7 – gender, number and case in adjective-noun agreement.  Roman culture (myth, slaves, villa).

Week 14 

GREEK  Chapter 12 – gender in nouns and adjectives
Week 15 

Chapter 13; rhetoric.

Week 16 

Chapter 14 – singular present-tense verb forms
Week 17 

JEOPARDY
Week 18 

Review for exam (ER chapters 5-7, EW chapters 12-14)
SECOND-QUARTER EXAM

Week 19 
LATIN  Verbs:  present-tense personal endings.  Vocative singular and plural.
Week 20 

Prepositional phrases.  Accusative vs. ablative case.
Week 21 

Present tense of all conjugations.  Imperative mood, singular and plural.
Week 22 

Review of verbs
Week 23 

GREEK  Chapter 15 – the verb ‘to be’
Week 24 

Chapter 16 – word order and the definite article

Week 25 

Chapter 17 – present-tense personal endings
Week 26 

JEOPARDY

Week 27 

Review for quarter exam (ER chapters 8-10, EW chapters 15-17).

THIRD-QUARTER EXAM

Week 28 

LATIN  Noun forms – all cases
Week 29 

Uses of the ablative
Week 30 

Imperfect tense.  3rd-declension  i-stem nouns
Week 31 

More imperfect tense, including irregular verbs
Week 32 

GREEK  Chapter 18 – the definite article
Week 33 

Chapter 19
Week 34 

Chapter 20 – review of the definite article; prepositions
Week 35 
JEOPARDY

Week 36 
Review for quarter exam (ER chapters 11-14, EW chapters 18-20).

FOURTH-QUARTER EXAM

