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In Birchwood's math program, all students work at least one grade level ahead of their chronological grade level.  Thus, third graders use a fourth grade textbook and fourth graders use a fifth grade textbook.  Students are further accelerated if their abilities dictate this need.

Computational Goals

Third Grade

· The students will be able to recite 50 math facts in 2 minutes, 30 seconds.

· The students will master all addition and subtraction operations.

· The students will master three digits multiplied by two digits.

· The students will master five digits divided by one digit.

Fourth Grade

· The students will be able to master 50 math facts in 2 minutes.

· The students will master multiplication by two digits.

· The students will master five digits divided by two digits.

· The students will master addition, subtraction, multiplication and division of mixed fractions.

Content


There are three main lines that make up the math curriculum: 

1) Conceptual: The conceptual content comes primarily from the math textbook, along with supplementary materials that help reinforce concepts and skills.

2) Computation: In addition to the textbook, Birchwood's WoodMath program helps students master computational skills. Students are placed in different levels of WoodMath according to assessments given at the beginning of the year. This allows for students to work at their own individual level and pace. 

3) Problem Solving: We use the Singapore math approach to problem solving as our primary content. In addition, we use problem solving packets and workbooks to reinforce these skills.

Grouping


At the beginning of the year, assessments are given to determine each child’s proficiency in math concepts and computational skills.  Instructional groups are formed according to the children’s performance on the test.  Your child will work with classmates who show similar abilities and rates of progress. 

“Speed Drills”


Knowing math facts (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division) is essential to your child’s success in math.  Therefore, we practice math facts on a regular basis throughout the year.  Students that have achieved their goals with math facts in our timed tests go on to fractional operations.

Homework


Students are assigned twenty minutes of math homework every night, Monday through Friday.  Homework varies, but usually is a combination of WoodMath and either textbook work or problem solving.  So that students do not have to carry the heavy textbook back and forth, textbook homework comes from the Practice or Challenge workbooks. Students are not required to work any more than twenty minutes (as long as they are actually working).  If your child does not finish an assignment, I just ask that you jot a note on the homework page, indicating that  he or she worked the required 20 minutes. If homework is not completed and no note is accompanying it, the child will receive a “6” for that assignment, indicating it was not completed. (I am a stickler about this!)

How You Can Help


Please be sure your child completes his or her homework every night. It’s best if you can monitor their progress, lend a hand when needed, and give a lot of encouragement along the way. This is especially important for those children who struggle with math. Additionally, if you have access to the Internet, online flashcards or math games can be a fun and motivational way to help your child practice math facts.  Some websites I recommend are:

http://www.multiplication.com/interactive_games.htm
http://www.coolmath.com/
http://www.gamequarium.com/math.htm
http://www.funbrain.com/kidscenter.html
http://www.aplusmath.com/games/
http://www.playkidsgames.com/mathGames.htm
http://www.ccboe.net/Teachers/cheek_julie/math.html
That Quiz:  I will occasionally assign homework from a website called “thatquiz.com.” In order to access the website, the children will need an access code. I will give this code in class. The then log on and enter the code. The assingment can then be completed. (Note: some students have occasional problems loging on to Thatquiz. If this happens, please send a note indicating such.)

Please feel free to email me if you ever have any questions or concerns. 

msprau@birchwoodschool.org 

