4th Grade Reading Syllabus

Ms. West

West@birchwoodschool.org 

First Quarter 2010-2011
	Content
	Process
	Product

	Mysteries

5 weeks

Summer Reading

During weeks 2 and 3
	(Select book on reading level

(Read with fluency and stamina

(Assess reading rate

(Articulate enjoyable portions

(Retell the plot

(Read for meaning


	(Retell plot

(Book review

(Reasonable personal reading goals for 20 min.

(Class mystery book

(Small group discussion

	Fantasy 

Cricket in Times Square, others

4 weeks
	(Prediction of plot elements

(Differentiate fact from fantasy

(Identify descriptive language

(Discover/describe vivid settings and characterizations and express them in drawings

(Set goals for pacing of choice books


	(Fact/Fantasy Charts

(Sketches and drawings of settings and characters

(Collages

(Large and small group discussions

(Quizzes

(Vocabulary 

	Alice in Wonderland and Winnie the Pooh

Two Great authors: Lewis Carroll and A.A. Milne

Concurrent with Fantasy


	(Analyze character/compare with self

(Appreciate style and uses of humor of these authors


	(Interpretive Discussions

(Nonsense and word play poetry

(Unbirthday Party



	Poetry

Once a week throughout the year


	(Cultivate enjoyment through reading, hearing, speaking, and selecting poems.

(Recite poetry with clear diction and appropriate expression

(Interpret meaning in poems


	(Personal poetry folder

(Individual recitation

(Copy favorite poems 




Ongoing Strands

· Reading Aloud, silent and oral reading
· Book-it!  Program for motivation and for experience in goal setting

· Vocabulary growth and word appreciation

Nonfiction and Skills

· Individual reading inventory of phonics, comprehension skills, reading fluency, and dictionary skills

· Topics for exploration: Science and Social Studies topics, poetry, current events

· Nonfiction formats: Storyworks magazine articles and reader’s theatre selection, nonfiction books, atlases, and comprehension skill boxes.  

Assessment

· Classwork/homework progress and effort and comprehension quizzes

· Teacher observation records

(      Timely completion of individualized contracts
· Class participation/listening skills

4th Grade Reading Syllabus

Ms. West, West@birchwoodschool.org 

Second Quarter 2010-2011
Literature

	Content
	Process
	Product

	Historical Fiction:

Laura Ingalls Wilder books - 

Little House in the Big Woods

Plus one choice

4 weeks


	(Locate details to answer questions

on setting, plot, and character

(Locate and retell sequences and

procedures using correct order

and accurate detail

(Compare and contrast historical

and present daily life

(Analyze character differences and 

similarities with one’s self

(Identify unfamiliar vocabulary and

utilize dictionary to understand

meaning in context.


	(Study Guide questions

(Individual conferences to locate

and retell procedures and 

effective use of the dictionary

( Reflective journal entries

(Quizzes

(Reflective journal entries

	Journey with Lewis and Clark

3 weeks


	(Read for meaning in a full length non-fiction title and primary sources

(Note appropriate details

(Derive significance of trip and virtues of leaders


	(Journal, Drawings

(Map

(Time-line



	Tall Tales

2 weeks


	(Identify setting and origins of tales in U.S. history and culture.

(Identify storytelling elements: exaggeration, repetition, etc.

(Retell with accuracy

(Read with expression


	(Journals

(Maps

(Drawings

	Junior Great Books
Concurrent with literature unit throughout the year


	(Practice slow reading skills and employ note-taking and questioning strategies

(Practice shared inquiry and interpretive discussion


	(Inquiry based discussion and analytical paragraphs, which sum up interpretive point of view

(Listening and sharing on a single point at a time



	Poetry

Once a week
	(Cultivate enjoyment through reading, hearing, speaking, and selecting poems.

(Play with words/write poetry


	(Add favorites to personal file

(Original Poetry

(Individual Recitation


Nonfiction and Skills
· Word structure analysis to decode big words, homonyms, similes, dictionary skills

· Topics for exploration:  Lewis/Clark expedition
· Nonfiction formats: Storyworks magazine articles, collective biographies, nonfiction books, comprehension skill boxes
Ongoing Strands

· Junior Great Book Series for interpretive reading and shared inquiry of great literature
· Reading Aloud: silent and oral reading
· Vocabulary growth and word appreciation
· Original Poetry and Book-it!  Program for motivation and for experience in goal setting.
Assessment

· Classwork/homework progress and effort and comprehension quizzes

· Teacher observation records 

(      Timely completion of individualized contracts and class participation

4th Grade Reading Syllabus
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West@birchwoodschool.org 

Third Quarter 2010-2011
Literature

	Content
	Process
	Product

	Lincoln Biography
5 weeks
	(Analyze the virtue, life, and

impact of Abraham Lincoln

(Understand main ideas of primary

source documents


	(Special Journal

(Silhouette project



	Biographies – Black History,

Scientists, Presidents

Concurrent with Lincoln
	(Locate important deeds

(Reflect on qualities to admire
	(Finders/Keepers journal entries

(Discussion

(Readers Theatre



	Realistic Fiction
3 weeks (Continue during 4th quarter)


	(Identify the virtues of friendship in the incidents of the plot

(Retell with accuracy

(Select books on reading level, read with improved fluency and expression

(Apply friendship virtues to everyday incidents

(Develop discussion skills


	(Friendship Poem

(Friendship Journal

(Character Analysis paragraphs

(Discussion



	Homer Price by Robert McCloskey
Concurrent with Realistic Fiction


	(Chapter by Chapter summaries/questions

(Set goals for pacing of choice books

(Independently analyze character, plot, and theme


	(Photo Album

(Word Play Poetry

(Choice book paragraphs

(Chapter Summaries

(Short Quizzes

	Poetry

Ongoing throughout the year
	(Read, write, share

(Identify elements of 

figurative language


	(Add favorites to personal file

(Locate specific elements in poems

(Original Poetry


Nonfiction and Skills
· Word structure analysis to decode big words, homonyms, similes, dictionary skills

· Nonfiction formats: Storyworks magazine articles, collective biographies, nonfiction books, comprehension skill boxes
Ongoing Strands

· Junior Great Book Series for interpretive reading and shared inquiry of great literature
· Reading Aloud, silent and oral reading
· Vocabulary growth and word appreciation
· Original Poetry
· Book-it!  Program for motivation and for experience in goal setting. 

Assessments

· Classwork/homework progress and effort and comprehension quizzes

· Teacher observation records

· Timely completion of individualized contracts

(      Class participation/listening skills
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Fourth Quarter 2010-2011
Literature

	Content
	Process
	Product

	Realistic Fiction
2 weeks (Continued from 3rd quarter)

	(Identify the virtues of friendship in the incidents of the plot

(Retell with accuracy

(Select books on reading level, read with improved fluency and expression

(Apply friendship virtues to everyday incidents

(Develop discussion skills


	(Friendship Poem

(Friendship Journal

(Character Analysis paragraphs

(Discussion



	Tales from Around the World
Trickster and Princess Tales

2-3 weeks
	(Analyze setting, character, and themes in tales

(Identify story-telling elements: repetition, motifs, style, and characters.

(Retell with accuracy

(Read with expression 


	(Chart/Discuss tales, characters, settings, and story elements

(Map of regions of stories

(Oral retelling with visual 

(Compare/Contrast charts



	Animal Fiction 

Shiloh (Newberry Book) and others
4 weeks


	(Analyze the themes of honesty 

and loyalty

(Identify the main events of plot


	(Plot retellings – various forms

(Theme charts – discussions

(Flip books/spinning wheels

	Junior Great Books
Concurrent with literature unit throughout the year


	(Practice slow reading skills and employ note-taking and questioning strategies

(Practice shared inquiry and interpretive discussion


	(Inquiry based discussion and analytical paragraphs, which sum up interpretive point of view

(Listening and sharing on a single point at a time



	Poetry

Ongoing throughout the year
	(Read, write, share

(Identify elements of figurative language

(Word Play: Jokes/Riddles


	(Add favorites to personal file

(Locate specific elements in poems

(Original Poetry


Nonfiction and Skills
· Suffixes, prefixes, word structure, dictionary skills, figurative language

· Nonfiction formats: Storyworks magazine articles, atlases, dictionaries, nonfiction books, comprehension skill boxes
· Test preparation for the IOWA Test of Basic Skills 
Ongoing Strands

· Junior Great Book Series for interpretive reading and shared inquiry of great literature
· Reading Aloud, silent and oral reading
· Vocabulary growth and word appreciation
· Poetry – Reading, Sharing, and Writing
· Book-it!  Program for motivation and for experience in goal setting. 

Assessments

· Classwork/homework progress and effort and comprehension quizzes

· Teacher observation records

· Timely completion of individualized contracts

(      Class participation/listening skills
