8th Grade Science 1st Quarter 2010-2011

Health and Life Science

Miss Brown

General sketch of the year:
1st quarter:        Cells  & cell processes
 2nd quarter:      Heredity
3rd quarter:       Animals
4th quarter:       Plants
Course objectives:  
Specific objectives will change depending on the quarter.  In general, the student will

- develop and build science process skills    (observe, classify, measure, communicate, infer, 
predict, collect, record, interpret data, identify variables, make hypothesis, experiment, make & use models.)

- build critical thinking skills (analyze, synthesize, evaluate, apply, generate and express ideas, find solutions)

- understand scientific concepts related to life science

- "do" science (Experiment and inquire- both teacher led and student developed)

- read and write about science

- learn/use study skills to master content

Other
-Students read Current Science, Science World and Current Health each month. 
-They are involved in science inquiry weekly or daily.
-Students use the computer as a tool in class and at home.

Text:  Prentice Hall Life Science.  Each student has a text as well as an on-line text.


Other sources:  Teacher notes, Welch Power Basics, Biology and Physiology Coloring Books, Internet, and several other project books

Class sessions: Five times a week.

Homework is assigned each day and is due the following day unless the assignment is longer.  

Approximately 30 minutes of homework will be assigned, but may require more time depending on 
the student.   

Homework may consist of memorizing vocab learned in class, reading or a written assignment.  

Evaluation:
- announced and "pop: vocab quizzes

-a test at the end of a unit (Tests will be announced 2-5 days before a test.)

-a longer project and a test or just a project 

Communication:

Send a note, e-mail: lbrown831@juno.com, or leave a message with the office and we will arrange a time to talk.
